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Hydro Corridors Today

w5 T e 7 |
1/
Iz pie N /[
u /
f y
==
I

>500 km of transmission
corridors in the Toronto Area

Entire corridor mown
multiple times a year

Thick, non-native fescue
grass -

Low biodiversity with poor
ecological and hydrological
function

Lacks aesthetic appeal
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Reimagining Corridors — Untapped Potential
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But Can It be Done? Scarborough Cen

tion of the hydro Corridor
Prior to 2011, a barren ~40 ha area of grass was mowed
eight times annually

Entire section of corridor restored to meadow habitat,
with trail improvements

Revitalized the space, reintroduced native vegetation,
mprove i

ost restoration d user experience |
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The Meadoway — Community Powered Greenspaces

Builds off of t

Restores 200
multi-use trai

ne success of the SCBT
na of meadow and completes over 16 linear km of

Establishes a full link between downtown Toronto and Rouge

National Urban Park

CONNECTIONS
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Community Engagement,
Education, & Stewardship

Planning & Design of the
Multi-use Trail via Class
Environmental Assessment
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Why Plan a Multi-use Trail?

The.’.:f.'.‘fi‘.l'.’.'.".'.'i'i'ii Looking East at Markham Rd.
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The /it Kennedy Rd. to Midland Ave.
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The atwitees Highland Creek at Ellesmere Rd. and Military Trail
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Both Natural and Man-made
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The e TTC Line 3 & GO Stouffville Line (east of Kennedy Rd.)
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Both Natural and Man-made

Midland Avenue, a 4-lane, 50 km/h major arterial road
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The Meadoway Multi-use Trail Class EA

1. What is an environmental assessment (EA)?
* A process used to predict environmental effects before project implementation

2. What are the benefits of the EA process?

* Minimize or avoid adverse environmental effects before they occur
* Incorporate environmental factors into decision making

* Provide for meaningful public and stakeholder participation

3. Why are we undertaking an EA for The Meadoway?

* |dentify and evaluate a range of potential multi-use trail alignments and bridge
crossings for sections of the hydro corridor where no trail currently exists
* Select and refine a preferred alignment and connect with existing network

4. How are we doing it?

* The Municipal Engineers Class Environmental Assessment — Schedule C framework
* Technical studies to ensure safety and minimize impact
* Meaningful public and stakeholder engagement
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Key Phases of The Meadoway Class EA

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4

Identify &
Evaluate
Alternative
Options

Public and Stakeholder Consultation

* Formally initiated in October of 2018

* Development of guiding principles, objectives, and
opportunity statements

* Assessment, analysis, and synthesis of existing conditions

Select Finalize &
Preferred Submit
Alternative Report

Existing

e Conditions

Class EA

+ Prob/Opp
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A Focus on “Incomplete” Sections of the Corridor

S5 - Scarborough Golf Club — Neilson Rd.

* 16 linear kilometre trail
e 7 sections
° 4 o )

3 “Incomplete”

S6 - Neilson Rd. — Conlins Rd.
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The .Sl S3 - Kennedy Rd. — Thomson Memorial
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Section 5 — Scarborough Golf Club to Neilson Rd
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Objectives-based Evaluation

Proposed Objective Evaluation Criteria
Provide a positive user *  Maximizes interaction and connection to urban greenspace
. *  Opportunity to provide education and stewardship
experience

Protect and enhance *  Capacity to maximize naturalization/restoration of the hydro corridor
*  Minimizes amount of natural habitat removed/disturbed

*  Minimizes impact to watercourses

*  Minimizes potential for impacts to valley slopes (e.g. erosion)

natural features

Provide connections *  Extent of linkages to multi-modal transportation, other trails, and key amenities
* Length of new trail connection (related to travel distance and time)

Maintain a safe * Extent and character of trail that has the ability to minimize potential conflict
between trail users and vehicles along with other user types
*  Extent of trail that has the ability to meet and/or exceed AAA and AODA for trail
potential trail users design
*  Minimizes potential for concern regarding personal security
*  Minimizes potential for flood risk to trail users

environment for all

Be good neighbours *  Minimizes potential for operations/maintenance impacts on corridor and roads
*  Minimizes potential for impact on neighbours adjacent to the corridor as well as
road users

*  Extent of support/leverage for other infrastructure initiatives

Be cost effective ¢ Constructability
e Capital cost

e QOperating and maintenance cost
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Looking Ahead

PHASE 1

*Goals & Objectives
*Existing Conditions

PHASE 2

Spring 2019

@

Winter 2018

)
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*|dentify & Evaluate
Trail Alignments

*PIC#1 (April 24th)

>
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PHASE 4 PHASE 5

* Design, Construct
and Monitor

Fall 2019

@- _

*Select Concept

*Complete Report }
*File for Review

*PIC#3 (October) 2020 - 2021
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Visualization Toolkit
Overview
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ding Principles

Connections

A seamless east-west connection should be created to
link Rouge National Urban Park to Downtown Toronto.
The Meadoway will re-establish the original link
between the region’s ravine systems that run north-
south through the corridor.

Natural Environment and
Education

The restoration and programming of The Meadoway
should increase access for a wide range of users so that
they can explore, learn, and enjoy the urban green
space. It will become a platform for stewardship,
education, and research on natural habitats.

Recreation

The Meadoway will encourage outdoor recreational
opportunities along the trail network or adjacent
spaces, for a wide range of users and communities or
neighbourhoods.

" "’“ 'l“u"ll.hu
canrenno QN

Community + Public Realm

The Meadoway will stitch together the surrounding
neighbourhoods, creating new connections and enhancing
existing links. A wide range of public spaces will be
provided for people to socialize, congregate, and support
community events.

Transportation

Increasing opportunities for alternative, non-vehicular
modes of transportation within the Greater Toronto Area
will reduce car dependency and equitable access. The
corridor will advance the integration of a multi-modal
transportation system.

Blueprint for Revitalization

Throughout the process and upon implementation, The
Meadoway will serve as a model for how to successfully
revitalize and repurpose hydro corridors in both a local and
international context.

www.themeadoway.ca



Field Investigation
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Existing Conditions: Destinations
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Many local schools, libraries, community centres, places of worship
Opportunity to establish important connections between the wider community and the

natural environment
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Scarborough
Town Centre

92-Oshawa
I Yorkdsle

93-ueT

Local multi-modal hubs (Kennedy Station, Scarborough Town Centre, etc.
Future transit improvements: Scarborough subway, Regional Express Rail (RER),
Eglinton Crosstown and Eglinton East LRT
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Existing Conditions: Cycling
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Toronto Ten-Year Cycling Plan includes new and improved bike routes

Connection to trails (East Don River Trail, West Highland Creek Trail, Upper Pan Am
Path, Rouge Park Vista Trail, etc.)

The il

www.themeadoway.ca
COMMUNITY POWERED GREEN SPACES



Existing Conditions: Crossings
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31 road crossings, 1 rail, and 6 creek crossings; lanes of traffic identified
Important to prioritize pedestrian and cyclist safety as crossings are built or
upgraded to support multi-use trail usage
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Existing Conditions: Ravine
Coverage and Topography
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Important historical ravines and water bodies that were once used for travel and
trade can be good storytelling opportunities
Highlight the changes in topography through planting and trails
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Existing Conditions: Biodiversity
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Case Studies

The Bentway — Toronto

THE MEADOWAY

Beltline Trail - Toronto

High Line — New York City

Plus Pool — New York City

The 606 — Chicago

Royal National City Park (Royal Djurgirden)
— Stockholm

Wildlife Crossings Research and
Monitoring — Banff

Sagrera Linear Park — Barcelona

Artubus Greenway — Vancouver

®——The Beltline
— Atlanta

Sydney Park — Sydney

LA River Revitalization —

Los Angeles
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Case Studies

As the most comprnensie
Pramportation and econcme
deveiopment etfort n the fistory of the
City of Atianta, the Atianta BeltLise 55
ore of the iargost urban revtatzatan
peograms i the United States today

Sorn from an sbendoned srech o
nd vacart industrial

35.4km trail

As of 2017, over 315 putiic meetings
were held. engaging around 12.200

partcipents in the pianaing orocess.
Methods Included fyers in pubdlc Dlaces.

A3 imiamentation of the ksap contiases
10 occur, other engagement efforts

the Atianta stroetcar cpened downtown in

2014, with future expaneion planned to
connect the streetcar with the BatLine

forming & parallel 100p a1cund the city, a5

PR p——,
STRATEGY
The 2030 strategic Implementation

Instatation, vokmtmer apportiies. and
more.

In Noveinber 2018, the inssgiral
“Beitine U class was amounced, which
5 3 4-month lang civic uaiversity that
wil expiars the impiementation strategy
for the BeitLine, from hestory to peocess
04 crogrammatic sisments.

Lessons for The Meadoway

CCONNECTIONS

in their own separate ways, without any common thread untilthis trail wass
PRSI 0 i e s 1 D s ke
have to

sy community. Reguiar community meetings (.. s:m groups, city wide
conversations, quarterly briefings, etc.) throughout the neighbourhoods ensure that
il volcesare haar and avey isdont or ftursuser o e BotLin gas  sest at
the table.

RECREATION

An important element of the trail system along the BetLine is the variety it offers.
e Sl VAL G et TR Yo e e ki
This aflows hout
the corridor. The BeltLine also has a ity oottt {2y oftering
GRS whkn are 5k or 10k races that allow users to explore

speciic segmer
ek oty i pats. Inather hmssm the year, froe fitness classes are offered,
such s yoga, aerobics and zumi

~EATSTING PORTIONS OF THE MULT
WAL EVENTS SUCH AS CTTLING

SE TRAS MATE ALACAD
s occun

* TYPE: Ralway

+ LENGTM: 2

The

AERIAL VIEW OF SYONEY PARK CROSSINGS AND PATHWAYS

SYDNI

Sydney, Australia

ABOUT

Formerly the location of a major landfil
site and brickmaking site, Sydney

Pari is made up of over 40 hectares

of ush grass, landscaped gardens,
olling hills, meandering pathways and
picturesque wetiands. It i the City's
largest environmental project to date,
buit in partnership with the Austraiian
Government. From the late 19405 and
19805 there was no wildiife n this
industrial-heavy, contaminated site. This
infrastructure opportunity has evolved
into a vibrant

41.6 ha park Lessons for The Meadoway

From the emergence of these urban
s, ey stec oy il lo

NATURAL ENvIRouMEm AND EDUCATION

these metropoiitan areas.

s

o . s St el o, sasca

PERKINS+WILL

COMMUNITY AND PUBLIC REALM

A variety of community based event

i ikt s e o 8 aaL s Th

includes volunteer opportunities, peﬂnmms. parades, markets, and more.
oo soaciic i hatsande o 1 1 twgntin of et Aot s Beirala

T elados s variety of mediums: scmgxm. murais, dance, music, theatre, photography,

fashion, film and

more. The BeltLine aiso leverages the popular use of social media to

Rl G5 s Ko Wring ot il 4 G a Wacws fotion

{Top sty Spol prd ks « destoatin i s Ihese sk
spots: fttpe: Nlmmy,, top-instagrammable-spots-on-the-atianta-beltin
TRANSPORTATION

The Beltine i devloped hrough s lon:tem viin,

it a transportation pan that
nsi, trals, 1 50-mile streetcar

spitcn that il i, o e ly of Atioks. A munlcln:l System Pan i place to

The design

e system P along the BeltLine is m-wuea by typologies, all providing a
difeent immersve experience of the ity and s aturaland buit enironments. t ofers

, supporting trave for any.

active transportation mode.

STRATEGY

both flora and fauna, as

When the landill was closed, a &

of soil and rubbie was placed over the

oits to create the park. From there, the

existing topography was used to enhance
mic views of the skyline and

forrecreational activities. The new wetiand

heritage area.

habitat now co-exists with the industrial
heritage structures, and new roadways

S Ml e o wane 1 o et Moo e & ool s

provide recreational factilties. Various

One of the main highiights of this project
is ts award-winning sustainable water

use design that created the Sydney
Park Wetiands. As the largest water
harvesting system, it wil help the city
achieve their 2030 target to reduce
sediments from stormwater runoff, and
10% of water demand to be achieved by
local water retention and reuse.

CHILOREN PLAY AREA INTRODUCED ONTO FORMAL LANDFILL SITE

@ BLUEPRINT FOR REVITALIZATION

(Community and Road Education Scheme)
provide a safe piace for children to learn
about road safety.

ENGAGEMENT

The City engaged a muli-disciplinary
design team that participated

foundtable, discussing the intersections of
art, design, science, and ecology.

MAP OF SYONEY PARK.

QUICK STATIST
« TYPE: Landiill re

CROSSINGS CAN BE EXCITING AND PLAYFUL

Nmnumm-...
'8 |h..'
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TRANSPORTATION

g fabric of the park. New pathy

it pl
and peaceful parts of the larger natural and built landscapes.

ytul, dramatic,
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How it all comes together!
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Section 1: Bermondsey-Western Gateway

East Don Trail to Pharmacy Avenue
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Section 1: Bermondsey-Western Gateway

East Don Trail to Pharmacy Avenue

residential rear
low-rise residential e a‘;:g g‘:ge ';( edge
s i (J;oanesville Allotment ; o
o ’ ill 5
Hesketh Ct. existing multi- foang OHRSVIR IS
l Taylor Creek use trai
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Section 2: Massey Wilds

Pharmacy Avenue to Kennedy Road
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Section 2: Massey Wilds

Pharmacy Avenue to Kennedy Road
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Section 3: Lawrence Ave Community Hub

Kennedy Road to Thomson Memorial Park
?'W lu‘r".;f':; °r

”; 3
. 2
MEADOW AREA -SHRUBAREA Al

_ EDUCATION WILD / IMMERSIVE ZONE communm HUB COMMUNITY HUB

2
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Section 3: Lawrence Ave Community Hub

Kennedy Road to Thomson Memorial Park

ROS.
Southwest
SEC;"]" Tributary of the
Highland Creek
future crossing future
over the creek rail corridor in development Prudential Drive
Romulus Drive l the background
t |

N | B
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Section 4: Scarborough Centre Butterfly Trail

Thomson Memorial Park to Scarborough Golf Club Road

RESTORATION LEGEND

Pl MEADOW AREA . SHRUB AREA

CEHFEDERA'HBN
PARK

CHOOL

s

~ BENDALE JUNIOR
PUBLIC SCHOOL

CHILL
e
PUBLIC
SCHOOL

SCARBOROUGH
RRDHOUGE
HOSPITAL

WILD / IMMERSIVE ZONE
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Section 4: Scarborough Centre Butterfly Trail

Thomson Memorial Park to Scarborough Golf Club Road

Thomson Memorial
Park
existing informal /

formal pathways

existing dog
park

existing garden

hospital / long-
term care /
residential
complex
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Section 5: The Ravines
Scarborough Golf Club Road to Neilson Road
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Section 5: The Ravines
Scarborough Golf Club Road to Neilson Road

low rise residential Pecgre:at{%ngﬂields lookout point future pedestrian crossing

(single family) homes Military Trail bridge over Highland Creek

1
A l | ——Purpledusk-Trail B
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Section 6: 401 — Eastern Entrance

Neilson Road to Conlins Road
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Section 6: 401 — Eastern Entrance

Neilson Road to Conlins Road
‘.._‘.mf’h&wl.....::‘i. ?HWMWM

! I
v AT

semi-detached future crossing existing running track
residential on south bridge over (by St John Paul Il
side of corridor Ellesmere Ravine Catholic Secondary
School o ;
planned planned Military Trail
A Neilson Rd restoration Faatoratin 7 B

. 1 L
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Section 7: The Rouge

Conlins Road to Rouge National Urban Park

RESTORATION LEGEND

PR B, 4
s

WILD / IMMERSIVE ZONE
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Section 7: The Rouge

Conlins Road to Rouge National Urban Park
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Public Visioning Workshop: Today

(To be read on both sides of the table)
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Public Visioning Workshop: Today

On the edges of the map (both sides around the table):

OPPORTUNITIES| 1S SUES e e C OMMENTS WHICH ACTIVITY WOULD YOU MOST LIKELY USE THE MEADOWAY FOR 7 [ESrtaaeic e e ) COMMENTS|
SECTION 2
Opportunity for Comments - tive Questi (stickers)
: nteractive Questions (stickers
(sticky notes) Cross Sections
STORY OF PHASE 1 (SCARBOROUGH CENTRE BUTTERFLY TRAIL|
e Emoji stickers for

\J . ki ds tO collect!

TODAY!
|

Spotlight on meadows / biodiversity
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Next Steps

Producing a set of visuals — renderings and

animations
Crossings / Bridges
Viewpoints
Etc.

Public Meeting 2 / 3
June 2019
October 2019
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